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Hegman Lake Pi_(_:jographs
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' SUPERIOR NATIONAL FOREST KAWISHIWIDISTRICT ~ ELY, MN 55731 218.365.76(
" MATIVE AMERICAN —
PICTOGRAPIIS LOCATION

'FEATURES

-One of the finest examples of original

Native American Piclographs.
Probably painted within the last

500 to 1000 years. . :
Pigments most commonly used were
hematile for red, soot for black, and
guano or white clay for white.

Few references to cliff palntings appear
in the wealth of lilerature that exists on
piclographs in North America.

Localed within the BWCA Wilderness.
Permits are required.

* From the junction of Highway 1 and 169

* Turnleft onlo St. Louis County Road 88,
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HEGMAN
LAKE

BURNTSIDE
LAKE

Hegiman Lake is 15 miles northeast of Ely,
Minnesota, on the Echo Trail

continue east on State Highway. 169
{(1/2 mile).

proceed north and east 2,3 miles.

* Althe junction of County Road 116 turn
right, continue north for 11 miles o
Hegman portage.

The Uniled States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Foresl Service is 2 diverse organization commitied lo equal opportunily in
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] US Drpatinent of Agricittuee, Washinglon, 1)C 20250, or call 202-720 7327 {voice), or 202-720-1127 (TTY)
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_PICTOGRAPHS TRANSPORT PADDLERS TO THE PAST

The intrigue and myslery of Native American
rock palntings, known as piclographs, slillcasta
spell ol wonder on loday's Iraveler nthe Bound-
ary Walers Canoe Area (BWCA) Wlldemess.

Although there are at least 30 pictograph slies In
the Superlor-Quetico reglon, Hegmah Lale Is
probably one of the finest examples of orlginal
Native Amarican Pictographs to be found.

Natlve Amerlcan occupation of the Hegman Lake
area dates back at leasl 9,000 years. These
piclographs may represent a continuation of an
earller culture, however, It Is probable that they
were palnted within the last 500 to 1,000 years.

Fifty percent of the red ochre drawings {bound
withfisheggs or bear grease) are indeclpherable
absiractions ‘beyond contemporary Nalive
American undersilanding. Ten percent ol the

symbals represent human-made objects, 10 per-

cent deplct other human subject matler, 10 per-

‘centare mythologlcal creatures, 10 percent are of

animals and birds, and the last 10 percent are
hand-prints. '

The majorily of plctographs sites have al least
two things In common. Almost all drawings ave

red (a sacred color characlerislic ol aboriginal -

rock painting worldwide}, and lhey are always
near water, usually 2-5 feet above waler level,
suggesting they were painted by someone
standing in a canoe. '
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}Mk HEGMAN LAKE AREA

SUPLRIDR Holumal Fruad

The pictograph sile at tliegman Lake shaws a
clearty drawn moose flanked by a dog or woll, a
maymayguayshl figure (man-like) and several ca-
nees. Unlike most olticr drawlinys, these were

. probably done by someone slillng on & rock
ledge, perhaps accounting for thelr sophlsticaled

craftsmanship. .

Take lime oul of your day to appreclate this dls-
play of & cullure we lmaw so lilile about. Pledse
remember roclk palitings are very {raglle and can
be damaged or desiroyed easlly. Take only phe-
tographsofwhat youwlshitoremeniber...and leave
no lrace. ‘

The Itegman Lake area Is within the BWCA Wil
derness. Be sure to follow regulalions. Permit
are required and are avallable at Foresl Servic
Permit issulng Statlons. - e :
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For more Information 5 p
contact: , 7
Kawishiwi Ranger Dislrict 116 ,‘2
Superior Nalionat Forest Z
118 5. 4Ih Ave. €. Ely 2w Legend
Ely, MN 55731 15 pE=- Z wer Porlag
218-365-7600 Miles Z e RO
TTY Numbers l i g . BWCA
218-365-7681 5/1-9/30 o o 7 Bounu
218.355-7692 10/1-430 Perking Z o )
*Hegmen Rock Palntings, this is s popular half day trip to see some of the nicest pictographs in the

BWCAW. There is 2 half mile portage from the car to South Hegman, 2 1 mile paddle, 2 short poriage, and another



